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The Discipline of Teacher Education: Phenomenon, Plights and Orientation

Long Baoxin

Abstract: The discipline of teacher education has China—oriented demands and backgrounds, and results from the
new—era national strategies, the imbalance between the supply and demand of excellent teachers, and the construction of
the big system for teacher education. In the post—discipline era, the development of the discipline of teacher education is
facing such problems as the empty disciplinary foundation, the dually-marginalized teaching theories of the discipline,
the avoidance of the dual-core conflicts, and the displacement of the key points of the research. To promote the
construction of the discipline of teacher education, we should consider its features, such as covering a wide range of
disciplines, and showing both interdisciplinary education and the overlapping structure inside the discipline, and boost
the disciplinary coupling at various levels and in all the dimensions and fields through the coupling in concepts,
implementers, and organizers. The necessary path for the discipline of teacher education to get to its root and step towards
high—quality development is to achieve in—depth coupling for teacher education by pursuing close interactions between
teacher training and academic research, between liberal arts/sciences and the discipline of education, between teachers of
certain disciplines and professional teachers, between faculties of certain disciplines and faculties of education, and
between teacher—training universities and comprehensive universities.
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