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On the Construction of Teachers” Professional Morality :
An Analysis Based on Wang Yangming’s Theory of ''Conscience"

Li Xishun

Abstract: Teachers” professional morality, which serves as the internal unity of not only teachers” due norms and
morality but also their professional value and inner value, presents a mechanism of self-supervision based on the
principle of the "consistency between morality and happiness"; it helps teachers construct the deep and stable root of
value in their minds in the constantly changing situations of education, and urges teachers” moral norms to acquire the
base of intrinsic value. Wang Yangming’s theory of "conscience, " which emphasized "gaining inner virtue" and
"establishing conscience—oriented human nature, " helped not only provide an appropriate analytical tool for an insight
into the deep root of the value of teachers” professional morality, but also explore the access to teachers” professional
morality: establishing an ambition in terms of professional commitment; clarifying, confirming and cherishing the
intrinsic value of teachers” profession through moral practice based on the unity of cognition and action; and using
teachers” professional ideals as an ethic support and a guide to value. Teachers” professional ideals are altruistic, and they
contain the concern over the value of teachers” happiness; thus, the asymmetrical ethics between teachers and others
should be avoided. Being integrated and coexistent, teachers” professional ideals help cultivate virtues through virtues;
teachers” inner virtue in their profession, their happiness, and their students” happiness, which are all contained in
teachers” professional ideals, jointly help construct teachers” professional morals.

Key words: teachers” professional morality; the root of value; the theory of "conscience"; the unity of cognition and
action
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